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AON NIV RO DUCT LON 
TO 


‘-PHE BEXHILL RAJ sTORY 


A brief look at the history that lies behind some of 
Bexhill's road names will show there is more to the 
town than its De La Warr Pavilion and Edwardian 
buildings - in fact, there is more to the town than 
at first meets the eye. 


The achievements of statesmen and generals,writers 
an¢ artists,inventors and entrepreneurs,heroes and 
benefactors are often recognised ky the erection of 
monuments or use of road names to perpetuate their 
memory. Bexhill and the county of East Sussex are 
not lacking in "reminders" of those who served with 
distinction in India. 


The Lane Memorial in Bexhill,the impressive Durbar 
Hall in Hastings,road names as Amherst Road and 
Willingdon Avenue (and many others) all tell a story! 
The author endeavours to tell part of Bexhill's Raj 
Story in the following pages. 
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INDIA —- BEFORE THE RAJ 


It would be quite wrong to think that India had no 
civilisation or culture prior to British Rule and 
certainly unwise to assess the Raj contribution to 
her history without regard to the achievements and 
contributions of earlier peoples and "empires". 

A brief look at India's 5000 years of history would 
certainly be helpful in putting British achievements 
in perspective. 


In the 3rd and 2nd millenia B.C.,the Indus Valley 
Civilisation,with well-planned cities at Mohenjodaro 

and Harappa in the north west of the subcontinent, 

was thriving - inhabitants wore cotton garments and lived 
in houses of kiln-burnt brick with an adequate system of 
drainage and sanitation whilst early Britons were living 
in near Stone Age conditions. 


The earliest known inhabitants of the subcontinent were 
called Dravidians. About 1500 B.C. Aryan nomads,having 
crossed the Oxus River and Hindu Kush,made their way down 
through Afghanistan and began to settle in the fertile 
Gangetic Plain. The Indus Valley Civilisation,by this 
time had disappeared. 


The Aryans and Dravidians intermarried resulting in a 
fusion of beliefs as portrayed by the decorative work 
to be seen on the Dravidian-style gopurams of Hindu 
Temples found in southern India. 


Ritualism robbed the religion of its original simplicity. 
Gautama Buddha horn in the year 624 B.C., at Lumbini 
(located in. Nepal where.the country frontiers India) 
founded, in consequence, Buddhism. 


We find Darius I crossing the Hindu Kush into Afghanistan 
from Persia in 518 B.C. - then continuing on into the 
subcontinent to make Sind and the Punjab into a Persian 
Province. 


Alexander the Great followed in the year 326 B.C - 
occupying country annexed by Darius. By reason of 
overstretched lines of communication, lightning campaigns, 
and disaffection of troops so long and so far from home, 
he withdrew. Many Greeks,however,remained - those ‘that 
settled had great influence on the arts and architecture 
for centuries as seen at the great archaeological site 
at Taxila (located near Rawalpindi in today's Pakistan). 


Emperor Asoka,grandson of Chandragupta - founder of the 
indigenous Mauryan dynasty, ruled from 274 to 232 B.C. 
Converted to Buddhism in 262 B.C., he sent missionaries 
to all parts of the then known world. He was renowned 
for his Asoka Pillars which carried edicts and the 
teachings of the Buddha. His Empire extended from the 
Arabian Sea to the Bay of Bengal and from the Hindu Kush 
down to Mysore (almost as extensive as that achieved 

by the British 2000 years later). 


In the lst century A.D.,we see the beginnings of movement 
of "Indian" people eastwards - founding colonies and 
furthering both Hindu and Buddhist beliefs in countries 
which later became Java, Sumatra,Malaya,Cambodia,etc. 
Hindu culture and religion dominated the east to a great. 
degree from the lst until the 14th century A.D. 


From the 1st century. A.D. onwards,we also begin to see 
the decline of Greek influence and the rise of the 
Kushans - they controlled the Silk Route and their court 
at: Kapisa,north of Kabul, rivalled those of the Han in 
China and the Caesars in Rome. The gigantic statues of 
Buddha, reaching to heights of 175 ft. and 125 ft), 
carved’ into the mountains of the Hindu Kush at Bamiyan 
date to this period. 


We next have the Guptas who ruled from the 3rd until the 
5th/6th century A.D. This was the period known as the - 
Golden Age of Indian History - a time during which the 
famous sculptures and mural paintings were being done at 
Ellora and Ajanta some 300 miles east of Bombay. 


Now the impact of Islam - by the 12th century A.D.Muslim 
influence extended as far east as Bengal. In 1206,we find 
Qutb-ud-Din as Sultan of Delhi - the 238 ft.Qutb Minar 
(Tower of Victory) was erected to celebrate the Muslim 
capture of Delhi in 1193 A.D. 


In the 13th century Genghis Khan moved down from Central 
Asia bringing devastation as exampled'by the destroyed. 

Shar-i-Zohak Fort near Bamiyan . Tamerlane (also known as 
Timur) followed- he captured and plundered Delhi in 1398. 


Now the Mughals followed - their Empire immediately 
preceded that of the British. Their legacy of monuments 
and historic buildings was impressive. Rit: 


Babur was the founder of the Mughal Dynasty - he was born 
in 1483 A.D. near Samarkand and was a descendant of 
Genghis and Tamerlane. He crossed the Oxus and Hindu Kush 
in 1504 - captured and made Kabul his home. Several years 
later he moved on - defeating the Delhi Sultan at Panipat 
in 1526. He died in India in 1530 - his body was brought 
back, however,to be buried in his "favourite" Kabul. 


Humayun,son of Babur,born in Kabul's Bala ‘Hissar, 
succeeded his father in 1530 and ruled until 1558. . 

A. magnificent "Mausoleum" in: Delhi, built” by his widow. 

in 1565, with dome comparable to that of St.Pauls,contains 
his remains. 


Akbar the Great,contemporary of Queen Elizabeth I,followed 
and ruled until 1605. He built the Lahore Fort,the famous 
Agra Fort with walls 70 feet in height and more than a mile 
in circumference. He also built a new capital at Fatehpur 
Sikri - later to be abandoned due to shortage of water. 


Akbar's son,Jehangir succeeded and was responsible for 
the laying out of the beautiful Kashmir lakeside gardens. 
He ruled until 1628. 


Shahjahan,a contemporary of Charles I,followed and ruled 
until 1658 - he was renowned for the Taj Mahal at Agra 
built as a Mausoleum for his young wife Mumtaz Mahal - 
started in 1630/1,it took 22 years to complete. 

Emperor Shahjahan was also responsible for the building of 
the Red Fort and Jama Masjid in Delhi. 


Aurangzeb - the last of the Great Mughal Emperors - 
forcibly succeeded his father Shahjahan in 1658 and ruled 
until 1707. He was responsible for the construction of the 
Pearl Mosque inside the Red Fort. He was buried ina 
simple grave at Khuldabad in the Deccan. 


Aurangzeb's death put the East India Company's ‘large ..: 
investments at risk - Mughal power,influence and control 
was at its lowest ebb. Much had been delegated to local 
potentates and now there were several contenders aiming to 
fill the "power vacuum". Aurangzeb's death saw the rise of 
the East India Company as a "military and political" force 
by reason of the necessity to protect British lives and 
more particularly the large scale investments of the 
merchants of Leadenhall Street. 


7 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 


The defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 was "a milestone" 
in English history for a number of reasons : invasion had 
been prevented and the foundation of sea supremacy had 
been laid,national pride was stimulated and London 
merchants were encouraged to invest capital on a long 
term basis. — 


Twelve years after the defeat of the Spanish Armada, 
Queen Elizabeth I was in a position to grant a Royal 
Charter to a syndicate of merchants -"The Fast. India. 
Company’ - who had advanced capital for the purpose of 
developing trade in the east - a risky investment without 
reasonable assurance of having supremacy at sea. 


Competition had been great in the 15th and 16th centuries. 
The Portuguese with their supremacy in the India Ocean had 
had a monopoly of trade in the 15th century (Vasco da Gama 
at Calicut in 1498 and Cochin in 1502). This monopoly was 
breached by the Dutch in the late 16th century - followed 
by the French in the 17th and the English (following the 
defeat of the Armada). 


The trading objective of the East India Company initially 
was the Spice Islands of Indonesia (reason for the name 
taken by the Company). The first trading settlement to be 
founded was actually in Java at Bantam. Operations,however, 
proved to be difficult due to the strong,earlier and well- 
established presence of the Dutch in that region. The East 
India Company,in consequence,decided to establish bases on 
the Coromandel Coast of India where competition was less. 
Initially. trading settlements on the Coromandel coast were 
subject to the authority of Bantam until Madras, established 
as a settlement in 1639,became a Presidency in 1683 with 
its own Governor and Council and directly answeéfable to 
the Court of Directors of the East India Company in London. 
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With peacefully negotiated concessions granted by the Mughal 
Emperor, or local potentate, some 23 trading settlements were 
established within the space of 35 years - profits rarely 
fell below 100% return on capital. 

The Company understandably thought in terms of expansion. 
The major settlements,or factories as they were known, 
became the walled forts of Fort St.George in Madras, Bombay 
Castle and Fort William in Bengal — "refuges" from attack. 
famine and disease beyond the walls. 


Bombay was England's first acquisition of territory. It had 
been granted to Portugal in 1534 by the Sultan of Gujurat. 
The Portuguese ceded it to England as part of Catherine of 
Braganza's dowry on the occasion of her marriage in 1661 to 
Charles II (restored to the throne the previous year). 
Marshland,at the time,it was made over to the East India 
Company by Charles II in 1668 for an annual rent of £10. 

In 1687, the Western Presidency of the East India Company 
was transferred from Surat to Bombay. 


Throughout the 17th century, trading took place quite _ 
peacefully under concessions granted by the Mughal Emperor, 
his viceroy or the local potentate,without resort to armed 
conflict. In the 18th century the situation changed. 


On the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, loyalty to the central 
Mughal authority began to disintegrate when local rulers 
started to assert their authority and seek to fill the power 
vacuum - the Mughal Viceroy in the Deccan laid claim to 
Hyderabad,the Marathas took control of Central India, 

the Sikhs established a kingdom centred around Lahore. 


In 1739, the Persians under Nadir Shah invaded by way of the 
Khyber Pass - they defeated the Mughal army,plundered Delhi 
and made off with the Koh-i-Noor diamond and Peacock throne. 


The East India Company had rich investments to protect. 

The passing of one empire saw the gradual establishment of 
that of the British in India. The East India Company was 
made up of its Civil Service ("Writers") and the Military 
"Protective" Force. Robert Clive was engaged as a Writér but 
when the struggle for mastery broke out between the French 
and British , he transferred, to the Company's Military arm. 
which proved more his‘ métier. He defeated the French and, 
in so doing,deprived them of all political power on the 
Carnatic coast. By the Treaty of Paris in 1763,the French 
agreed to limit activities in India to trade and not to 
maintain troops in their trading settlements. 


Clive's defeat of Suraj-ud-Daula at the Battle of Plassey 
in 1757 opened up the whole of the Indian subcontinent to 
the East India Company. To crown everything, Clive was 
granted the "Diwani" in 1765 By Shah Alam (King of Delhi) 
ateAllahabad=giving the E.I. Company the right to’ collect 
revenue in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. Trade importance as a 
source of revenue for the East India Company was beginning 
to recede and,increasingly,revenue was obtained from the 
collection of taxes in exchange for the military arm of 
the East India Company keeping the peace and providing 
protection to one "princely" state against attack by outside 
opposing forces. 


Parliament was concerned that an English commercial company 
should secure such power and gradually become the Governing 
body;and so Lord North's 1773 Regulating Act was passed to 
establish the right of the East India Company to administer 
territory under its control whilst making clear that such 
right emanated from the Crown through Parliament.The office 
of a 5 year-term Governor-General (Bengal) was introduced 
with a Council of Four who had over-riding authority over 
the Madras and Bombay Presidencies in foreign affair matters. 
Warren Hastings was established as first Governor-General. 
General Sir John Clavering (1722-1777) Commander-in-Chief of 
the Bengal Army, married to Lady Diana West (daughter of 

the lst Earl De La Warr) was a member of Warren Hastings 
Council of Four. 
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In the 100 years following Plassey,the East India Company 
by alliances,military campaigns (the Mahratta Wars 1775- 
1782,1803-5,1817-19;the Mysore Wars 1767-9,1780-4,1790-2; 
the Sikh Wars 1845-6,1848-9; and Afghan Wars 1838-42,then 
1878-1880 and 1919) followed by treaties favourable to 
Britain gained ever increasing power. The Khyber had to be 
watched and defended as the centuries old accepted route 
of invasions. The emblems of defending regiments remain 
today on the Khyber as recognisable "memorials" of those 
who died in its defence. 


An unfortunate incident which was exploited by the East 
India Company in the late 18th century will be of interest 
in view of subsequent connections of the princely House of 
Cooch Behar with East Sussex and Bexhill. Gayatri Devi, 
Rajmata of Jaipur and Princess of Cooch Behar tells us in 
her "Memoirs" that in 1773 the ruling Maharaja of Cooch 
Behar was captured by the Bhutanese. Cooch Behar's Chief 
Minister sought the help of Warren Hastings - this was 
given on the signing of a treaty dated 5th April,1773 
which undertook to provide help and "protection" against 
payment of half the revenue of the Cooch Behar state - 
release of the captured Maharaja was secured. 


Canning's 1858 India Act "For the Better Government of 
India" after the suppression of the Indian Mutiny the 
previous year required the East India Company to sever its 
connections with the subcontinent and direct Rule by the 
Crown was established with the office of Viceroy introduced 
and additional to that of Governor-General. 


It should be remembered that there was in effect two 
Indias - 60% under Direct Crown control and 40% of the 
country (two fifths in area) ruled by 565 native Princes 
who had sworn "Friendship and Allegiance" to Queen Victoria 
- later proclaimed after the passing of Disraeli's 

"Royal Titles Bill" in 1877 Queen Empress. 
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Queen Victoria's 1858 Proclamation gave solemn guarantees 
that the territories and privileges of the Princes would 
be respected. 118 Gun Salute States were established which 
entitled Princely Rulers "Gun Salutes" by uneven numbers 
from 9 up to 21 - this provided an Order of Precedence 
according to considered importance. Maharajas of states 
entitled to more than 9 Gun Salutes had the "honorific" 
prefix of "Highness". In addition 117 Non-Gun Salute States 
were established whose rulers had entitlement to Raja. 


There were 5 Princely States entitled to a 21 Gun Salute - 
Hyderabad - larger in size than France; Baroda - which had 
been a "thorn" in the side of thei British: tn ithe Mahratta 
Wars; Mysore, Gwalior and Kashmir completed the number. 
Udaipur with its idyllic Palacé centred:in Laké Pithola 
was an 19 Gun.Salute Princely State; Jaipur with its - 
impressive City Palace was in the 17 Gun Salute category; 
whilst Cooch Behar was entitled to a 13 Gun Salute. 


Britain was the first (alien or indigenous for that matter) 
power to achieve paramount rule to cover all India. The 
task waS a mammoth one - here was a subcontinent,almost 

20 times the size of Britain - in fact larger in size than 
Continental Europe with a population somewhere in the 
region of 550 million at the time of Independence in 1947 
(870 million - the figure given in 1994 ) with peoples of 
all colours and opposed creeds;speaking 14 constitutionally 
recognised languages (250 dialects). 


A workable administration was achieved by the use of English 
as a unifying 'overall' language and most importantly by 
the establishment of an extensive network of railways 
providing access to all parts of the great subcontinent. 
Indeed,the task was a mammoth one - India had been a melting 
pot of cultures for centuries (as hopefully our brief 
historic summary will have shown). In addition, the British 
Raj had to contend with environmental extremes, tropical 
Climate and disease. 
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BEXHILL & EAST SUSSEX 
RAJ CONNECTIONS 


We find the memory of many who served in India perpetuated 
in Bexhill and /or East Sussex by monuments or roads,etc.. 
which bear their name. 


CHARLES 1ST MARQUIS CORNWALLIS 
The earliest that come to mind are the thoroughfares in 
Hastings which bear the name of Cornwallis - we find 
Cornwallis Street,Cornwallis Gardens and Cornwallis Terrace. 
During the period of British Rule,a Cornwallis Street 
existed in Calcutta (renamed Bidhan Barani since India's 
Independence). These thoroughfares perpetuate the memory of 
Charles 2nd Earl Cornwallis (created lst Marquis after the 
defeat of Tipu Sultan in the 2nd Mysore War). Cornwallis 
attained the rank of Major-General at the age of 37 and is 
probably better known as the British General who,outnumbered 
two to one,was forced to capitulate to George Washington 
in 1780 at Yorktown - the victory whereby the American 
colonies achieved independence. He was Master-General of 
Ordnance with Cabinet rank in 1795 with responsibility for 
coastal defences against anticipated French invasion. 


Cornwallis was Governor-General of India from 1786 to 1793 
and then at the age of 66 years was called upon again in 
1805 to serve a second term. He died in India within three 
months of his return and was buried at Ghazepore. 


ARTHUR WELLESLEY — 1ST DOKE OF WELLINGTON 

Roads etc. in Hastings also perpetuate the memory of Arthur 
Wellesley who,as a Colonel, saw service in India from 1797 
to 1804 - he fought against Tipu Sultan in the 4th Mysore 
War in 1798/9. On his return to England,as Major-General, 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, he commanded a Brigade from an H.Q. 

at 54 High Street /Hastings. He is said to have visited 
Bexhill to inspect the King's German (Hanoverian) Legion 
who later fought with him against Napoleon at Waterloo. 
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1ST EARL AMHERST OF ARAKAN 
An Amherst Road exists in Hastings aS well as Bexhill - ~ 
an Amherst Street existed at one time in Calcutta. These 
so'naméd roads‘ and streéts pérpetuate the.mémory of William 
Pitt Amherst who succeeded as 2nd Baron to the title. of his 
uncle’ in 1797. The 2nd Lord Amherst. married in 1800 Sarah 
Dowager . Countess of Plymouth. He led an important mission 
to’China as ambassador in 1816 and is remembered for his 
refusal to kow-tow to the. Chinese Emperor. He was Governor- 
General of, India from 1823 to 1828 - his son , Jeffrey, died in 
1826 from ‘epidemic fever at the age of 23 years and was 
buried at Barrackpore. A near mutiny of Indian troops was 
almost his "undoing" . He fought the Burmese to protect . 
territory under the East India Company's jurisdiction - 
The war was brought to a successful conclusion in 1826 by 
the Treaty of Yandaboo which ceded Assam and Arakan to the 
British, Lord Amherst was. created an. earl in. recognition of 
his services and took the title of Earl Amherst of Arakan. 


Earl ‘Amherst's first wife died in 1838. The felines year; 
he married another Dowager Countess of Plymouth - none other 
than Mary Sackville,elder daughter of the 3rd Duke of 
Dorset, who was the widow of his stepson. Mary's sister, 
Elizabeth,had married in 1813 George West,5th Earl De La 
Warr - the two sisters became co-heiresses of the Sackville 
estates and.so the two marriages can be said to have 
determined the future history of Bexhill. Earl Amherst died 
in 1857 and as Mary Dowager Countess pre-deceased her sister, 
Elizabeth, the Bexhill estate as well as Buckhurst passed to 
the De La Warrs who,until 1873,took the name Sackville-West. 
A memorial to Elizabeth can be seen in the Sackville Chapel 
(a veritable treasure house of historic Sackville De La Warr 
monuments) located at Withyham,near Forest Row in E.Sussex. 


Amherst Road in Bexhill leads down to Town Hall Square and 
there we find the Lane Memorial which,unveiled on the 25th 
June,1896 in the presence of the Sth Earl ‘De La Warr and 
Lord Paieaee sercemaiter the memory of Lt. -Colonel Henry Lane. 
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LT.COLONEL HENRY LANE 


Henry Lane,son of Henry Snaith Lane of the East India 
Company's Bengal Civil Service,was born in 1827 in India 

at Ghazepore. After schooling in England,he returned to 
India in 1844 at the age of 16 years to take up a posting 
as a cadet with the 5th Bengal Light Cavalry. He served in 
all the Indian campaigns between 1845 and 1858 as listed on 
his Memorial in Town Hall Square - the Sikh Wars - as a 
veteran of the Indian Mutiny,he was present at the Relief 
of Lucknow. 


He retired to the family home at Broadoak Manor at the age 
of 37 having attained the rank of Lt.Colonel - the Manor 
no longer exists (occupied after the Second World War by 
the famous "Beehive School" for a short time) having been 
demolished to make way for housing development.After an 
extraordinary "adventuresome" life, Lt.Col. Lane devoted 
himself for the next 30 years to the service of the Bexhill 
community. He died on the Ist Anril,1895. 


The following Obituary which appeared on the 5th April © 
in the Bexhill Chronicle tells it all: 


"His never varying aimable and courteous disposition, 

his suavity of manner and friendly kindliness,his genial, 
frank and manly nature endeared him to everyone he came 

in contact with. Ever ready to assist in the furtherance of 
any good object for the welfare of his fellow creatures and 
the well being of the parish in which he had spent so many 
years. His guiding hand,so long actively engaged in the 
shaping of the future of the town,will be sorely missed for 
many a day to come". 


Both Henry Snaith Lane ,his father, and Lt.Col..Henry Lane 
were buried in the cemetery of the Church of St.Mark at 
Little Common. 


Lt.Col.Henry Lane was present at the Relief of Lucknow - 
so let us make our way to Havelock Road (off London Road 
en route to Sidley) which perpetuates the memory of the 
hero of the Relief of Lucknow. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL. STR HENRY HAVELOCK K.C.B. 
Major-General Sir Henry Havelock K.C.B. was born on the 
5th April,1795 at Bishopswearmouth near Sunderland. He broke 
through the "siege" of the Lucknow Residency during the 
horrendous Indian Mutiny, after three unsuccessful attempts, 
to bring relief and reinforcements to the garrison enabling 
it to hold out against almost overwhelming odds until the 
final relief by Sir Colin Campbell.Havelock died from 
dysentery within a week of that final relief - his heroism 
was recognised in:towns and cities throughout the country. 
He died on the 24th November,1857. A statue was erected to 
his honour and memory in Trafalgar Square. A tiled 'mounted' 
illustration, depicting him,is located in the entranceway of 
a Public House in Hastings which bears his name. 


CHARLES RICHARD SACKVILLE-WEST 6TH EARL DE LA WARR 
Mention was ‘made earlier (page 14) of the marriage of 
Elizabeth Sackville to the 5th Earl De La Warr. Their second 
son,Charles Richard Sackville-West,who was born in 1815, 
followed a military career. He was commissioned in 1833 as 
an Ensign in the 43rd Foot Regiment. He saw service in India 
and having attained the rank of captain was ADC to General 
Sir’ Hugh Gough (later 1st Viscount) during the lst Sikh War. 
He went on to serve with distinction in the Crimea and 
attained the rank of Major-General. He succeeded as 6th Earl 
De La‘Warr in’1869' and died unmarried on the '22rid April,1873 
“to be succeeded by his younger brother, 


‘Lord Lamington was. brother-in-law of Reginald Windsor 
Sackville who,married to his sister,Cons tance, succeeded 

as 7th Earl. De La.Warr. Lord Lamington was appointed Governor 
of Queensland, Australia coinciding with Lord Brassey's term 
of office as Governor of Victoria. From ‘1903 until 1907 

Lord. Lamington. was Governor of Bombay. A road bore his name 
in. Bombay - renamed, since Independence, Dr. Anandrao Nair Road 
and. Dr.Dadasaheb. Bhadkambar Marg.It was during his term of 
office that Ranji' s Claim to the "gaddi" and title of 
Jamsaheb of Nawanagar was approved. 
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REGINALD WINDSOR SACKVILLE 7TH EARL DE LA WARR 


Reginald Windsor Sackville,younger brother of the 6th Earl 
was born in 1817. He married Hon.Constance Cochrane-Baillie 
in 1867 - succeeded brother in 1873 and arranged to drop West 
from name by Royal License. It may be of interest to mention 
that the earlier De La Warrs were of the West family and the 
Sackville name was introduced by the Sackville female line on 
marriage in 1813. The history of the Sackvilles can be traced 
to Norman ancestry. The Buckhurst estate was acquired by the 
marriage of Jourdan de Sackville to Ela Dene (heiress to the 
estate). 


The 7th Earl advanced the development of the town with the 
objective of making it a "quality" resort which could more 
than hold its own with the already developed "more brash" 
Brighton to the west and "staid" Folkestone to the east. With 
a view to achieving this on the De La Warr property to the 
east of the 'present day' town,he came to a financial-—cum- 
property~to-the-west- development agreement with south London 
builder John Webb. Nearly all the seafront hotels were built 
within the space of 12 years on the De La Warr property - 
commencing with the Sackville in 1890 up to the Granville 
(today's Grand) in 1902... Fe ff Speake 


The Sackville was one of the leading hotels on the south 
coast of its day - an enterprise of the 7th Earl,it was 
opened by him on the 23rd July, 1890.Iti:wassadvertised: in ‘the 
"Times of India" - distinguished guests are said to have 
included Lord Curzon (Viceroy of India 1899-1904 and the 


restorer of Bodiam Castle - donated by him to the National 
Trust). 


The following extract taken from the Bexhill Chronicle's 
report of the opening of the Sackville Hotel makes 
interesting reading: 


"There is also a restaurant 20'9" x 20'6" with a separate 
approach from the side road ...this restaurant is for use 
of day visitors of the lower middle classes". 
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‘In 1897 the 8th Earl De La Warr sold the Sackville to the 
Frederick Hotels chain who owned it for the next 60 years - 
adding a suite of grand stately function rooms in 1900. 

To many,serving in far-off parts of the Empire,thoughts of 
the Sackville were synomous with nostalgia for home. Its days 
of glory appeared to die with the passing of British India. 


Restrictions, rationing, shortages. and,of course,bomb damage 
did little to stimulate interest in the town as a-south coast 
holiday resort after the Second World War - hotels instead 
of being rebuilt. either fell into a.sad state of disrepair 
and were demolished or converted into apartments as the 
following ‘will show: or 


Sackville Hotel - opened 23rd July 1890. Converted 1963 to 
Metropole Hotel - opened 1900.Bombed-demolished. flats. 
Marine Hotel - opened 1895.Converted Drapers Holiday Home. 

oc ate = ie ' “Demolished 1954. 
Wilton. Hotel - opened 1900. Converted 1970 to flats. 
Riposa Hotel - Demolished: 1961. 
Devonshire: Hotel . (Webb ‘built)= opened “1892.Hotel closed 1957. 
Granville Hotel ~ opened 1905.Name change to Grand 1996. 

AN ei Continues to operate. 


In.1906 Ranji,the famous Sussex County cricketer made ‘claim 
(during the ‘period.of Bombay Governorship of ‘Lord ‘Lamington) 
to-the "gaddi" and’title of the Princely state of Nawanagar 
_His claim was approved and he was instaltéd' itt 1907 .. From 
that time Ranji's official residence became the Nawanagar 
Palace with entitlement to a 13 Gun Salute. Ranji made ‘his 
debut for Sussex in 1895 and appeared for the county for some 
12 fhot consecutive seasons. He captained Sussex from 1899 to 
1903. He scored a total ‘of 18,594 runs-in:first class cricket 
and appeared at the Hastings Priory -Ground -in 1902 when the 
County scored their .record.of 705 for. 8 wickets declared - 
Ranji .scored 234,-in that.innings. The Hastings Priory Ground 
exists no more - making way in 1996 for the Priory Meadow 
Shopping Precinct. 
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Ranji played in Bexhill on Lord Cantelupe's Cricket Ground 
just below the Manor House in August 1896 - he appeared for 
a Sussex XI against an Earl De La Warr’ s XI. Alan Ross in 
his book "Ranji" refers to Philip Trevor's account in -— 
"Cricket and Cricketers" to tell us that;unfortunately, ~ 
the. pitch was below standard and the home team included 
Surrey's fast bowler,Lockwood, who caused havoc bowling at 
his customary pace without regard to the playing conditions. 
Ranji,however, treated him with complete disdain scoring 

49 of the Sussex team's total of 71 runs. 


Ranji was considered tobe the most colourful batsman. of 
his day, Brighton,with its Regency architecture and the 
oriental extravagance of Nash's Pavilion, bohemian crowds 

_.andpleasure-seekers,was..very much..in.keeping..with. es 
flamboyant character. 


On the outbreak of the First World War, Ranji offered all 
his resources to the Viceroy - he,himself,at one point 
serving as ADC to Field Marshal Sir John French. 


PRINCE KUMAR SHRI DULEEPSINGHI 


Ranji's nephew Prince Kumar Shri Duleepsinghi made his 
debut for Sussex in 1928. Ranji was President of the Club 
for the 1930 season.As:such,he had the satisfaction of 
seeing Duleep attain his highest score of 333 in one day 
against Northants at the Hove Ground. It is said Duleep 
always reached his-100 in less than two hours - he was a 
Sussex cricketing legend - it was indeed sad that such a 
brilliant cricketing career should have been cut short due 
to ill health,on medical advice,at the early age of 27. 


Proceeding along the seafront De La Warr Parade,we pass 
four~ storeyed grand Victorian buildings until we come to 
Brassey Road which perpetuates the memory of the Brassey 
family - a family of great achievers and with more than one 
important connection with India. We find.a Thomas Brassey 
Road in Hastings,a Brassey Road in Hampden Park,Eastbourne, 
and quite incredibly a Brassey Avenue in New Delhi to this 
day. What stories do they tell? 
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; THOMAS BRASSEY (RATLWAY BUILDER) ‘ 
Thomas Brassey,the great Railway Builder and the father of 
the 1st Earl Brassey of Normanhurst,was born in 1805 near 
Malpas’ in Cheshire - the family came from yeomen stock. 
He attended: Chester Grammar School from 1817 till 1821 then 
became articled to a Mr.Lawton -_a Land Agent and Surveyor 
who took him into parnership in 1826. George Stephenson » 
persuaded him to become involved in railway construction~-. . 
he became ene of the’ great contractors of: his day—-building 
railways in all parts of’ the world. By the end of his life, 
he is reputed to have built one third of the then existing 
railway mileage in Britain and one-twentieth of patted bmi 
worldwide. 


Brassey' s first undertaking was the construction of the 
Penkridge Viaduct. in 1834 which was the springboard for all 
subsequent undertakings - rin tlie was ~ of the Grand 
Junction Railway. 


In 1831,he married Maria Farrington,second daughter of 
Joseph Harrison,who provided him with steadfast support. and 
encouragement for all his undertakings. 


Major undertakings were the Lancaster to Carlisle link 
between London and Edinburgh over Shap Fell which involved 
the blasting and removal of 250,000 cubic yards of rock; 
the famous Barentin Viaduct (12 miles outside Rouen; the 
Canadian Grand Trunk Railway; the hazardous construction of 
the Victoria Bridge over the St.Lawrence River; the Crimea 
Railway that: saved. British lives in that war; railways in 
France, ‘the Argentine, Denmark,Italy,Switzerland, Australia 
and importantly INDIA. The Digswell Viaduct near Welwyn 
stands to this day; he built the Caen to Cherbourg Railway 
in 1852 and others too numerous to detail. 


The health-giving benefits associated with Hastings and 
St.Leonards »which provided proximity to Continental work, 
attracted him in his later years. He purchased the estate of 
Sir Peregrine Acland at Catsfield in 1865 and built there 
Normanhurst Court - occupied by his eldest son. 


20 


The world famous Railway Builder died, on the 8th December. 
1870,at the Royal Victoria Hotel in St.Leonards-on-Sea and 
was buried in a simple tomb in the cemetery of the Church 
of St.Laurence at Catsfield - adjacent to the west wall. 
The impressive Memorial Window inside the Church on the west 
facing wall was erected by his eldest son who became -in due 
time ,lst Earl Brassey of Normanhurst. His wife, Maria, died 
on the 3rd January,1877,. and shares the same cemetery plot 
at Catsfield with her famous husband. 


Thomas Brassey,the Railway contractor,refused invitations 
to stand for parliament and shunned honours of all kinds . 
Whilst he died plain Mr.Thomas Brassey, I feel sure-he would 
have been proud of the achievements of his children and 
grandchildren which indirectly were consequential to - 

his example and the considerable legacies he left.His three 
sons became Members of Parliament, his eldest son was 
created an Earl, a grand-daughter married an Earl, another 
grand-daughter married a Duke, and another a Marquis and 
Viceroy of India. 


A portrait and bust of the Railway. Builder can be seen 
upstairs in the Durbar Hall of the Hastings Museum in 
St.Johns' Place,Cambridge Road. 


Testimonials to his character and achievements are many and 
glowing. His eldest son in conveying recollections of his 
father to Thomas Brassey's biographer ,Sir Arthur Helps, 
writes as follows: 


"In every relation of life his conduct was marked by the 

utmost refinement of feeling. He never failed in the 
consideration of others" and then again " I venture,with 
confidence,to affirm that there is not the faintest 
indication of an ungenerous or unkindly sentiment,not a 
sentence which is not inspired by the spirit of equity and 
justice and by universal charity to mankind" 


Charles Walker in "Thomas Brassey - Railway Builder" writes: 


"At times he employed 100,000 men scattered over the face of 
the earth. He amassed a £5, million fortune by fair means 
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and. never limited his liability - a complete failure would 
have ruined him-...... to men like him must go much of the 
credit forthe wonderful reputation British goods and 
services acquired last century". 


Charles Walker goes on "From the lowest ranks - the navvies - 
Brassey received devotion and loyalty. Yet,superficially, 

he did not seem to be the type of man to be so honoured. 

One can well imagine,perhaps,the toughest,roughest and least 
law-abiding race of working men the world has seen devoted 
to a man who could excel their specialities - who could 
out-eat, out-drink, out-swear, out-fight. them. But Brassey, 
as Helps says, was "a gentleman of the old school" . He never 
swore nor raised his voice unnecessarily: and was distressed 
when others: did so - neither was he gluttonous and there was 
no trace of extra-marital relationships. In spite of these 
handicaps - the navvies followed him faithfully and travelled 
over five continents in his -service. It seems a paradox 
that he should have been so idolized:- an utterly upright 
representative of Victorian capitalism -.it:.just: measures 
the strength of his personality and leadership - a symbol 

of paternalism.- for him it worked’ = his men prospered and 
were happy under it. He always paid more than the accepted 
rates - he disliked unions. When times were hard and i 
contracts were few, he phased his work so that they could 
stay employed. Paternalism today may be decried. In modern 
eyes - another fault - his imperialism. It should,however, 

be remembered the old empire builders believed in what they 
were doing and were confident they were. working for the good 
of mankind. The idea may appear naive to = today bat then 
very few thought differently". 


Sir Arthur Helps writes in his "Life & Labours of Thomas 
Brassey" - 1872 : "It will surprise the reader to learn the 
stall percentage of profit which accrued to him from all his 
enterprises as a whole was as near as possible 3%. He laid 
out £78 million of other people's money and retained about 
£2 million - the rest of his fortune was accumulations". 
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Thomas Brassey's energy and personal activity are described 
by his brother-in-law,Mr.Henry Harrison,*as*follows: <0” 
"T have known him come direct from France to Rugby. Having 
left Le Havre the night before,he would have been engaged 

in the office in London the whole day: he would then come 
down to Rugby by the mail-train at twelve o'clock,and it was 
his common practice to be on the works by six o'clock the 
next morning. He would frequently walk on to Nuneaton. 

- a distance of sixteen miles. Having arrived at Nuneaton in 
the afternoon,he would proceed the same night to Tamworth 

- the next morning he would be on the road so soon that he 
had the reputation among the staff of being the first on the 
works. He used to proceed over from Tamworth to Stafford, 
walking the greater part of the distance; and he would 
frequently proceed the same evening to Lancaster in order to 
inspect the works then in progress under the contract he had 
for the execution of the railway from Lancaster to Carlisle. 
The route which I have described from Le Havre via London to 
Rugby, and-thence over the Trent to Stafford and by railway 
to Lancaster to inspect the Lancaster-Carlisle line was a 
route which he very frequently followed". 


The following quoted letter from Mr.John Hawkshaw (Indian 
Railways Engineer with whom Thomas Brassey worked) dated 
llth December,1871, to Sir Arthur Helps is most enlightening: 
Mr.Brassey worked with Mr.Hawkshaw on the undermentioned - 

1858 Eastern Bengal Railway 

1862 Mauritius Railway 

1864 East London Railway 


The letter to Sir Arthur Helps reads:- "I fear you will think 
I have forgotten to write you a few lines about the subject | 
we spoke about in reference to the career of the late 
Mr.Brassey,viz., the origin of our contractors and the 
relative value of the unskilled labour of different people. 
and countries ........+- 


I have had personal experience in South America, in Russia, 
and in Holland, as well as my own country,and as a consulting 
engineer to some of the Indian Railways. I am pretty well 
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acquainted with the value of Hindoo and other labour; and 
though an English labourer will do a larger amount of work 
than a creole or Hindoo, you have to pay them proportionately 
higher wages. Dutch labourers are,I think,as good as English, 
or nearly so;and Russian workmen are docile and easily taught 
and readily adopt every method shown to them to be better 
than their own .........4- 


In conclusion,I have only to add“a few words on Mr.Brassey's 
personal qualities.He possessed great powers of mind with an 
almost intuitive perception (when dealing with large 
importafit transactions) of fifial results. He’ had withal a 
most kindly disposition. Sa ne hh oa Pott Gates Taek 


Though he amassed a very large fortune, it was not in undue 
proportion to the vast magnitude of the inany undertakings 
he was engaged upon; he was proverbially liberal to his 
agents and those in his employment... et’ 


While he acquired great wealth,he was wholly free from 
ostentation;and never lost his original simplicity and 
modesty of character; he left behind him a name untarnished 
by aught unworthy of an honourable man". rae 


There is so much to be said and written about this great man 
of the Victorian age - but perhaps'a few words of his own 
might show another side of his character. He is quoted as 
saying "It requires a special education to be idle,or to 
employ the twenty four hours ina rational way without any 
calling or occupation. To live the life of a gentleman one 
must be brought up to it". : 


Sir Arthur Helps tells us "He respectfully refused all offers 
to stand for Parliament. His ambition was to be a great 
contractor,to furnish large and continuous employment to 

his fellow countrymen. He felt this to be sufficient object 
of endeavour and one that would occupy him throughout his 
lifetime. 
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Lord Brassey in conveying his recollections of his father 

to Sir Arthur Helps writes: "He never allowed a letter to 
remain unanswered and though his correspondents were often 
persons in the humblest walks of life ..... he always gave 

a kindly reply to all those who addressed him." Sir Arthur 
Helps further writes "Mainly from pressure of business, 
partly also from his love of work,every spare moment was 
given to correspondence. Until his power of writing had been 
impaired by a stroke of paralysis,he never made use of a 
shorthand writer,and he wrote all letters with his own hand." 


Lord Brassey writes: "My father ever mindful of his own 
struggles and efforts in early life,evinced at all times the 
most anxious disposition to assist young men to enter upon 
a career in life. The small loans which he advanceée for this 
purpose,and the innumerable letters which he wrote in the 
hope of obtaining for his young clients help or employment 
in other quarters,constitute a bright and most. honourable 
feature of his life". 


Letters written after Thomas Brassey's death extolling his 
many virtues make interesting reading - they not only 
provide fitting obituaries but tell us a great deal about 
the character of a "simple" man and his most remarkable 
achievements. They clearly indicate he was revered by all 
who knew him whether they be friends,relatives or agents who 
supervised work on his behalf 


Sir Arthur Helps tells us; "Mr.Brassey was not only a warm 
and affectionate friend but he was extremely solicitous to 
have the approval of intimate friends ......this particularly 
applied to Mr.Locke ,the well known engineer .... and to 
Mr.Wagstaff,his legal adviser and executor and genial 
companion of later years ....to the latter gentleman he wrote 
almost every day and sometimes twice seeking his: advice and: 
approval". A couple of letters are quoted in the following 


pages which give further insight into the character of the 
great man. 
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Letter from Mr.Sdamuel Holme (a longstanding friend) to 
Mr. NRE é 


23 Royal Crescent 
Gra: ae a 
March 18, 1877. 


Dear Mr.Wagstafé, 


_ I must sit up to write you a line. 


It has been said that biographers always present 
the. fair side only of the characters they delineate, and 
there is much truth in that observation: but with Brassey 
the observation is negative; for’‘in all his transaactions 
with his fellow men,it would be impossible to find a dark 
side as foil to the brightness. During 46 years of friendship 
in which I saw him under all circumstances; I never 
discovered the slightest tinge of error,nor the slightest 
approach of selfishness, meanness or love of applause. 


I have never heard him say an unkind thing of any human 
being but I have known him make sacrifices to oblige and 
benefit others which betokened the most generous feelings. 


I have:.never. mentioned a case or need without 
receiving prompt liberal aid.......... 


I have had much knowledge of,and intercourse 
with,mankind of all classes: but our friend stood out so 
prominently for simplicity and wisdom,energy and further 
self-abnegation,prudence and generosity,sincerity,largeness 
of mind and honour that I always considered his example to 
be invaluable,and his personal friendship a blessing. 


With much regard, believe me,my dear Sir, 


Yours very. sincerely, 


Samuel Holme. 
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Letter from Mr.J.Milroy (Thomas Brassey's Superintending 
Agent for many Railway Contracts) to Mr.Thomas Brassey 
(later Lord Brassey) 


8 Salisbury Road, 
Edinburgh. 
October i0, 1871. 


Dear Sir, 


I have much pleasure in sending you the following 
brief notice of the late Mr.Brassey,as he appears to me 
through a long period of more than thirty years during which © 
I had the honour of his acquaintance. 


His transcendent ability is too well known, and finds 
too notable a monument in his greatness,to require much 
illustrative comment. From first to last it was calm and 
modest: the most complicated affairs were conducted with so 
much ease, and were disposed of so quietly ané yet so 
completely,as to convey the impression that there difficulty 
wes not SO creat as it appeared ....... 


His scrupulous and honourable discharge of every 
obligation resting upon him was always to my mind a very 
prominent characteristic - one which sometimes seemed to be 
carried out to extreme seeceeeedeeess (anything like bad or 
dishonest work was ebsolutely discountenanced ...... 


As might have been expected, Mr.Brassey was gifted 
with an eminently cheerful disposition which enabled him to 
be happy in any circumstances. I remember that he came to 
Normandy the day after he had dined at the Tuilleries with 
the Emperor Napoleon,to visit a tunnel being constructed 
with some difficulties. In order to explore the workings .... 
he donned a rough miner's dress and cap.After the exploration 
when everyone was tired,wet and hungry,the only refreshment 
which could be procured was bread and cheese and this was 
disposed of,in ploughman's fashion,with the help of pocket 
knives. No one laughed more heartily than Mr.Brassey when 
his costume and fare was compared to the elegance of the 
Imperial banquet the day before. 


Yours very faithfully, 
37 John Milroy. 


Brassey's railway construction undertakings in India 
contributed to: that vital network -of ‘communications which 
enabled ‘the-Raj Administration.:to. reach’ all parts of the 
subcontinent.::- 91 Fen: 


THOMAS BRASSEY .. 1ST:-EARL BRASSEY OF NORMANHURST 
Thomas: Brassey (the Railway builder) and Maria Farrington 
had three’sons (a fourth died shortly after birth). ~ 
The eldest son,Thomas,was born’at' Stafford on the 11th 
February, 1836. He was educated at Rugby and University 
College,Oxford, where. he read History and attained an Honours 
degree. He married Anna Alinutt in 1860 - they lived at 
Beauport Park,Hastings, until they moved into Normanhurst 
Court ,near-Catsfield,in 1870. They. had one son and four 
daughters (the second. born - Constance - died in Paris from 
Scarlet fever at the age of.6 years). 

The marriages of two daughters. provided Raj connections. 
Muriel Agnes married Gilbert George Sackville Viscount 
Cantelupe later 8th Earl De La Warr whose uncle was Lord 
Lamington,Governor of Bombay. Marie Adelaide married Freeman 
Freeman-Thomas who later became Viceroy of India. 


Thomas Brassey*was M:P. for Hastings from 1868'to 1885. 

He was knighted in 1881 - raised to the -peerage in 1886 — 

(1st Baron Brassey). Lady Brassey died on the yacht "Sunbeam"! 
(made famous by her best-selling book) and was buried at sea 
on the 14th September,1887. An impressive Memorial was 
erected to her name in the Church of St.Laurence at Catsfield. 


Lord Brassey bought a Durbar Hall in 1886 - it had been part 
of the India & Colonial Exhibition. It was incorporated as 
part ‘of Lord Brassey's 24 Park Lane residence in order to 
house the lst Lady Brasséy's collection of artefacts from 
worldwide yacht’voyages. The Durbar Hall was donated by the 
2nd Earl Brassey in his Will to the Hastings Corporation - 
today, it forms part of the Hastings Museum in St.Johns' Place. 


Lord Brassey married secondly in 1890 Sybil De Vere,youngest 
daughter of Viscount Malden - they had one daughter,Helen. 
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Lord Brassey was appointed Governor of Victoria (Australia) 
from 1895 to 1900 - coinciding with Lord Lamington's term 
as Governor of Queensland. Mr.Freeman-Thomas ,who had 
married the youngest daughter of Lord Brassey in 1892, 
accompanied and acted as his ADC. Lord Lamington was the 
uncle of the 8th Earl de La Warr and,from 1904 to 1907, was 
Governor ‘of Bombay.. Freeman ‘Thomas -was’-Governor’ of’ Bombay 
from 1913 to 1919 and later was appointed Viceroy of India. 


Lord Brassey was Mayor of Bexhill for the year 1907/8. 

In King George V's 1911 Coronation Honours List he was 
created an Earl and in that same year he ‘opened the Bexhill 
Colonnade which gives a near Moghul look to the seafront 
promenade. 


Earl Brassey died on the 23rd February,1918, and was buried 
as his father before him in the cemetery of the Church of 
St.Laurence at Catsfield - in a plot on the opposite side 
of the road where the tomb of his father is to be seen. 


The 2nd Earl Brassey (Thomas Allnutt Brassey) died in 1919 
- killed in a road accident involving a taxi in London. 

He is buried in the cemetery at Catsfield near alongside his 
father. And so,we have the grandfather (the great railway 
builder who contributed to the construction of India's 
network), the father (lst Earl Brassey)-*whose daughter ,Marie 
Adelaide,. became Vicereine ‘of India —-and’son-(the 2nd Ear1) 
- all buried ~in the’-cemetery at Catsfield. 


Normanhurst Court - the home of the Brasseys at Catsfield - 
was an imposing yet somewhat startling mansion designed by 
the architect Habersham in the style of a Francois Premier 
Chateau. It was completed in 1870 - damaged by fire in 1912 - 
used as a Military Hospital in the First World War and as a 
Canadian H.Q. in the Second . After the war, it was occupied 
briefly by St.Hilary's School and then,in bad state of 
repair finally demolished in 1951. Today,all that remains 
are the stable buildings and imposing terrace - the grounds 
are used by the Caravan Club of Great Britain. 

The demolition of Normanhurst saw the passing of an era of 
imperialism and paternalism. 
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On the accession of King George V,on the 6th May,1910, 
Charles Hardinge and Freeman Freeman—Thomas were raised to 
the peerage - the former taking the title lst Baron Hardinge 
of Penshurst and the latter Ist Baron Willingdon of Ratton. 


The death: of Edward VII released Lord Hardinge from his 
position as special personal Foreign affairs adviser to the 
‘King and provided him with the opportunity to fulfill a 
long desired ambition to serve the frown” in — ed 


Charles Hardinge's PER APRS Se Sir ary: Hardinge (later 
-1st Viscount Hardinge of Lahore) had been Governor-General 
of India from 1844 to 1848 (during the time of the Sikh 
‘Wars - coinciding in part with the years Charles Richard 
Sackville and Lt.Colonel Henry Lane saw, service in India). 


CHARLES HARDINGE 1ST BARON HARDINGE OF PENSHURST 
Lord Hardinge in 1910,at the advanced age of 52, attained 
the fulfillment of his life's ambition and was appointed 
Viceroy of India (and Governor-General,as his grandfather 
before him). His term of office lasted from 1910 to 1916, 


During his term of office, he suffered.a number of personal 
. tragedies - he sums up.his feelings mig his book "My Indian 
Years" in the following, words: ==... 

"Had I.known all. that would befall me. Batore I set. font in 
England again. how different my feelings would have been. 
What a mercy the future isa closed hook" . An attempt was 
made to. assassinate him on the occasion of his. State entry 
to Delhi. in 1912; he suffered the-loss of his wife. Lady 
Winifred who returned to England for reasons of. health 
never to return or see her husband again; his eldest son 
died as a result of 1st World War wounds whilst Lord 
Hardinge was out in India and not in a position to return. 
In addition Lord Hardinge of. Penshurst had.to cope with a 
large budget shortfall consequent to loss of revenue. from 
the opium Crade on the introduction of 4 daapetal pap by the 
Chinese. 
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Charles Hardinge,second son of the 2nd Viscount Hardinge 
of Lahore ,was born on the 20th June,1858. He married, 

in 1890, the Hon.Winifred Sturt,daughter of the 1st Baron 
Allington. They had two sons,Edward and Alexander,and one 
daughter ,Diamond - Edward died from wounds sustained in 
the First World War. 


Lord Hardinge of Penshurst was Viceroy, in office ,at the 
time of Maharaja Nripendra Narayan's death in Bexhill and, 
also,on the occasion of King George V's visit with Queen 
Mary to India in December,1911, for the Coronation Durbar 
which was held in Delhi. It was at this great memorable 
"levée" that the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda failed through 
ignorance (some said design) to follow the correct 
procedure in giving formal recognition and allegiance as 
demanded by protocol. 


At his Coronation Durbar ,King George V made formal 
proclamation that the capital of Raj Government was to be 
transferred from Calcutta to India's historic capital of 
Delhi which had served many previous "empires" for several 
centuries . Lord Hardinge was entrusted with initial 
planning with the King's admonition that "nothing was to be 
done on the cheap". The resultant "New Delhi" was the work 
of Sir Edwin Lutyens and Sir Herbert Baker. The new capital 
was a fitting legacy equal in grandeur to that of the 
Mughals who had preceded. It was quietly inaugurated on the 
15th February,1931 - some two weeks before Lady Willingdon 
(nee Marie Adelaide Brassey) laid the foundation stone for 
the Durbar Hall extension of the Hastings Museum and then 


the the first full-term incumbents to occupy the Viceroy's 
Palace ~ {the imposing work of Lutyens). 


Lutyens was one of the leading architects of his day - 
responsible for the Cenotaph in Whitehall,many First World 
War Memorials in France and Belgium, algo country houses as 
"The Hoo" in Willingdon, Great Dixtery,etc. 


Lord and Lady Hardinge's memory is perpetuated in Delhi to 
this day - whilst Hardinge Avenue has been renamed Tilak 
Marg - several buildings bear the family name. 
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The Hardinge Library building still. stands and the Lady 
Hardinge Medical College still functions on Shaheed Bhagat 
Road - a bust of her Ladyship stands below the List of 
Principals in. the. entrance hall and a canopied statue of Lady 
Hardinge .can be seen,.in the. compound. ; 


‘Prior to’servite in-India as’ Viceroy and prior to being 
retained by Edward VII as his personal adviser on matters 
of Foreign Affairs, Lord Hardinge was Ambassador to — 
‘Petrograd and,after India ,Ambassador in Paris from 1920 to 
1923. His period of office as Viceroy part-coverd Lord 
Willingdon's period of service as Governor of Bombay. 


The Ist Baron Hardinge of Penshurst (territorial. t tle “of 


Penshurst" was taken to avoid confusion of identity with 


brother - Lord Hardinge of Lahore) died in 1944. 


GEORGE EDWARD CHARLES 3RD:- BARON HARDINGE OF PENSHURST . 
The Bexhill connection was’ provided by-the 3rd Baron: 
Hardinge of Penshurst who resided until his death on the 
13th July, 1997, (in the Conquest Hospital Hastings) in 
Bexhill. The 3rd Lord Hardinge was very much the champion 
of the "ordinary man in the street" - on more than one - : 
occasion,he raised questions of concern to the people-of 
Bexhill and East Sussex in the House of Lords. 


FREEMAN FREEMAN—THOMAS 1ST MARQUIS OF. WILLINGDON 
We have already mentioned that Freeman Freeman—-Thomas was 
raised to the peerage on the accession of King George V-. 
Lord Willingdon rose from commoner: to Viceroy of India, 
(Baron to Earl ‘to Marquis) in just a little over 25, years. 
A road bears his name (Willingdon Crescent) in New Delhi 
to this day - a distinction borne by no other Viceroy. 


Freeman Freeman-Thomas was born at Ratton Manor (no longer 
exists) in the attractive village of Willingdon located at 
the foot of the South. Downs (some two miles north of 
Eastbourne) - he was born on the 12th September ,1866, son of 
Frederick Freeman Thomas and Mabel ‘ daughter of Viscount 
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Hampden of Glynde Place).The Freeman Thomas family had 
‘keen Lord of the Manor since 1750.The Manor was demolished 
after the last war to make way for the Ratton Estate 
Development Project - a few "stones",however,remain. 

The Manor was the U.K. domicile. address: of. Lord: and Lady 
Willingdon until 1918. ; i 


Freeman Freeman Thomas was educated at Cheam School, Eton 
and went up to Cambridge where he gained. his "Blue" - he 
appeared regularly for the University at cricket and his 
score of 114 against Yorkshire in 1887 was particularly 2) 
notable. rs 


He married the Hon.Marie Adelaide Brassey in 1892. They had 
two sons - Gerard and Inigo. The former was killed in the 
First World War - a memorial inside the Church of St.Mary 
the Virgin at Willingdon lists his name. Freeman-Thomas 
accompanied his father-in-law,Lord Brassey,to Australia in 
1895 and acted as his ADC for the period of his term as 
Governor of Victoria. In this connection,the following 
extract from the "LOCAL NEWS & GOSSIP" column of the Bexhill 
Chronicle dated 8th March,1895,makes interesting reading: 


"The members leaving July of Lord Brassey's staff who have 
now been selected to accompany his Lordship to South 
Australia when he takes up duties as Governor are: the Farl 
of Shaftesbury,Lord Settrington,Mr.Freeman-Thomas and Lord 
Nevill. Lord Settrington is a son of the Earl of March" (son 
of the Duke of Richmond) "and his wife who accompanies him 
as niece of Lord Brassey. The Hon. Mrs.Freeman-Thomas is 
Lord Brassey's third daughter". Y 


On the return of the Brasseys etc. from australia in 1900, 
Mt.Freeman-Thomas (following in Lord Brassey's footsteps) 
was elected Liberal M.P. for Hastings from 1900 to 1906 - 
then Bodmin from 1906 to 1910. He was Junior Lord of the 
Treasury from 1905 to 1912. Raised to the peerage in 1910, 
he took the title 1st Baron Willingdon of Ratton. He was 
Lord-in-Waiting to King George V from 1911 to 1913 - he was 
a personal friend of the king. 
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A COMMON DENOMINATOR 
Edward Docker in his "History of Indian Cricket" tells us — 
"Indians played cricket because the British played cricket". 


The 2nd Duke’ of Richmond (1701-1750): and Sir William Gage 
(early 1700s) were great promoters, patrons and’ participants 
of the game at their country estates at Goodwood and Firle 
in Sussex;‘ as was John Frederick Sackville,3rd Duke of Dorset 
(father of Mary and Elizabeth ~ associated with Bexhill) at 
Knole; followed later by the Duke of Norfolk at Arundel and 
Earl De La Warr at Bexhill. 


Docker further writes "Cricket in India received a far more 

royal. welcome than any other British import. Bowled over by 

the game,Indian princes took to the pitch and Indian cricket 
soon made.its presence felt. The princely patronage lent the 
game glamour". ia a ie : 


Mr.Freeman Freeman-Thomas made his debut for Sussex in 1886 
and completed 37 innings for the county at an average of just 
under, 20 runs. Ranji (Jamsaheb of Nawanagar) made his debut 
for Sussex in 1895. Freeman-Thomas,Lord Willingdon, was 
elected President of the Sussex County Cricket Club in 1911 
for King George V's Coronation Year (prior to his extensive 
years of sérvice in India which commenced two years later as 
Governor of Bombay and terminated as Viceroy in 1936).'° © 


In the August of 1911,H.H. Maharaja Nripendra Narayan of 
Cooch Behar was residing at the’ "Bungalow",22 Marina Court 
Avenue with Bexhill seafront’ viéw - he died there the 
following month. On the 21st,22nd & 23rd August,1911 
(presumably in celebration of King George V's Coronation on 
the 22nd.June),we have an All-India XI playing Sussex at 
Hove. In this match,H.H. Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda played. 
His daughter Princess Indira attended Queenwood School in 
Darnley Road,Eastbourne with the daughters of the Maharaja of 
Cooch .Behar. Gayatri Devi,Rajmata_of Jaipur, is the grand- 
daughter of the Maharajas..of Baroda and Cooch Behar. 


Joe Vine ,who made his debut for Sussex in 1896, in the match 
against the All-India XI took a total of 8 wickets for 66. 
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Edward Docker in his book draws particular attention to the 
interest and enthusiasm of the Cooch Behar Maharajas when 
he writes "Before the First World War,Maharaja Sir Nripendra 
Narayan of Cooch Behar had maintained at his expense no less 
than three teams - two based in Calcutta and a third in 
Darjeeling . With the help of two Sussex professionals, 

Joe Vine. and George Cox,the Cooch Behar XI more than held 
their own with the Calcutta Cricket Club at Eden Gardens ... 
local Calcutta and Bengali cricket prospered tremendously as 
a result, but in 1911 the Maharaja died in England, one and 
then the other of two sons who succeeded him died within the 
following 10 years and a very fruitful period of contact 
between European and Indian cricket temporarily ended". 


Gayatri Devi in her "Memoirs" tells us that until her father 
H.H.Maharaja Jitendra Narayan "fell ill he had been a fine 
cricketer and polo player" and that ,further, her eldest 
brothér,Bhaiya,who succeeded as Maharaja,"grew up to be 
unassuming ...... in spite of his fine tennis and 
cricketing styles". 


Joseph Vine,as Freeman Freeman-Thomas,was born at Willingdon, 
son of the local butcher on the 15th May,1875 - one of four 
cricketing brothers. He played 879 innings for the county 
scoring a total of 24,130 runs.He took’ 621 wickéts in his © 
career at an average of 28.52 - he played at the Hastings © 
Priory Ground with Ranji in 1902 when Sussex scored their 
record of 705 for 8 declared. He partnered C.B.Fry ina 
wicket partnership of 238 runs. He died in Hove,aged 70,on 
the 25th April,1946 


I think the same reasons, given by Christopher Brookes, 
accounting for the interest and involvement of the English 
aristocracy in the game of cricket equally applies to that 
shown by the Maharajas: 


1. Renewing old friendships. 

2. An outlet for personal rivalries. 

3. As a source of personal satisfaction, exercise and 
entertainment - also as a means of establishing status. 

4. A means of establishing contact with staff and subjects. 


Es 


RAJA CONNEC r I o N a Ww rn Bera rt L 


HIS HIGHNESS COL. SIR NRTPENDRA NARAYAN BHUP BAHADUR GCIE,CB. 


Maharaja Nripendra Narayan ‘of Cooch Behar was a frequent 
visitor to Britain. He was an Hon.Colonel of King Edward! s 
Own Cavalry and an:Hon.ADC to Edward VII. -™: | 


He was. born on the 4th October,1862 - succeeded his father 
in 1863 and formally” installed as Maharaja of Cooch Behar on 
reaching his majority’ in BPeP + 


Cooch Behar was an ‘Indian Princely State of some 1300 square 
miles in area with a population in the region of 600,000 
people - located in northeast India “north of, Bengal and 
Bangladesh and south/southeast of Bhutan and Assam. It was/is 
situated. some 400 miles’ north of Calcutta which, until 1911, 
served.as capital arid centre. of British Raj Government - and 
so, until that time Cooch Behar could be said to be very much 
at the heart of Government activity and social’ life. 

Its Order of Precedence as a Native Princely State was 
established by its entitlement to a 13 Gun Salute. 


Brankspur College in. Patna,and the Presidency College in 
“Calcutta, He married Sunity Devi,the eldest daughter of: - 

-the famous’ réformer Keshub Chander Sen, ‘in 1878. He held the 
“beliefs of Brahmo Samaj,unitarian in doctrine, founded byi Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy, Maharaja ‘Nripendra’ and Maharani Sunity Devi | 
had. four sons and three daughters. Ohne or more daughters 
_ attended Queenwood School in Eastbourne with Princess Indira 
of Baroda. Queen. Victoria was ee to his third ‘son - 
Prince Victor sc: 


Maharaja Nripendra Narayan’ of Cooch Behar was educated at 
| 
| 


Maharaja Nripendra and Maharani. Sunity Devi were frequent | 
visitors to England - on the occasion of their visit for 

Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee in 1887,Sunity Devi was | 
admitted” to the Order of the Crown of India | 


The Maharaja saw service in 1897 in the Frontier War and 
volunteered for service in the South African War - for 
services in the Tirah he received the ‘ordér of the Bath. - 
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The Maharaja's residences in India were the Cooch Behar 
Palace which,designed by an English architect, was built 
about 1870 on the outskirts of the town;"Woodlands" in 
Alipore (Calcutta) and "Colinton" in Darjeeling. 


Gayatri Devi,Rajmata of Jaipur (grand daughter of Maharaja 
Nripendra Narayan of Cooch Behar) tells us in her "Memoirs" 
that the staff of the Cooch Behar Palace numbered between 
400 and 500. There were 20 gardeners, 20 stablehands, 

12 working in the garages and possibly as many as a 100 

in the pilkhanna (elephant compound) looking after some 

60 elephants - it should be remembered that Cooch Behar 
was tiger country. 


There was a professional tennis coach and ball boys - 
10 sweepers for the driveways and paths. Five or six ADCs 
looked after the various departments of the household. 
Each of the princesses (Ila,Menaka and Gayatri Devi) had a 
personal maid in addition to governesses. A State Band of 


40 musicians played every night before dinner as well as on 
Ceremonial occasions. 


On the occasion of King Edward VII's Coronation,: ; 

His Highness Maharaja Nripendra, Maharani Sunity Devi and 
their family leased Moor Hall at Ninfield. Converted to an 
hotel after the Second World War,then unoccupied and unused 
for several years, In 1997,it was eventually sold and,in | 
recent months,has been demolished. It is to be replaced by | 


a modern complex of five or six houses which are currently 
under construction. 


Moor Hall with stables and tennis court,and proximity to 
London,cricket at Hove,tennis at Wimbledon,horse-racing at 
Ascot and Epsom as well as stately homes as Goodwood in 
Sussex and Polesdon Lacey in Surrey,as well as Windsor, was 
ideally located. 
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Maharaja. Nripendra had arrived in good time to attend King 
George V's Coronation which took place on the 22nd June 1911. 
His health had been poor for some two years previously and, 
on medical advice, had leased 22 Marina Court Avenue,so that 
he might have the health-giving benefit of Bexhill's sea air. 


The Obituary. which appeared in the Bexhill Chronicle dated 
23rd-September,1911, tells us "Although his health had been 
indifferent for about two years, it was only in July that it 
gave'rise to anxiety,heart trouble and kidney complications 
then. developing. He improved somewhat early in August,and 
expressed his intention of returning to India at the end of 
the present month,an arrangement which had to be cancelled 
when a relapse occurred He died in the evening of Monday, 
18th September,1911,at the early age of 48 years. = 


A large number of sympathetic-messages of.-condolences 

were received by the Maharani and her bereaved family,the 
Chronicle tells us: "A telegram was received from their 
Majesties,the King and Queen, another from Queen Alexandra, 
while others came from the Duke of Connaught,Princess Henry 
of Battenberg, the Maharajah’ of Baroda, the Maharajah of 
Pudukota, the Viceroy of India (Lord Hardinge of Penshurst), 
the: Lieut.-Governor of Bengal, the Marquis of Crewe, Earl 
Curzon of Kedleston.., Earl Lonsdale, the Earl of Minto, 

the India Office, Lord Lansdowne, Lord Leith and the State 
Council of Cooch Behar". Floral tributes included those 
from Prince and Princess Ripudanan Singh of Nabha, from 
Lt.Col. Shakespear and Officers of VI King Edward's Own 
Cavalry, and from several, Bexhill tradesmen including - 
Cunningham & Sabin who suervised funeral arrangements both 
in Bexhill and London. “ ane 


The Maharaja Kumar Rajendra Narayan,son and successor ,headed 
the mourners - followed by his three brothers line abreast - 
then came the’ late Maharaja's other relatives,suite, and 
staff - several in uniform though the majority in 
conventional English dress. Three cars followed with floral 


tributes. 
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The cortege proceeded up Devonshire Road into the then 
Station Square - the coffin was then taken by train to 
London (Victoria) from where it was transported on an 
Union Jack draped gun-carriage with full Military Honours 
to Golders Green Crematorium - the funeral service was 
conducted by the late Maharaja's private Chaplain sl 
according to the Brahmo-Semaj rite. 

The Bexhill Charter Trustees hold a 20 carat Gold Memorial 
Plate which commemorates Maharaja Nripendra's death. 


HIS. HIGHNESS RAJENDRA NARAYAN MAHARAJA OF COOCH BEHAR 
The reign was a short one. Prince Rajendra had apparently 
been refused permission by his family. to marry an actress 
of his choice. He took to drink: and died at Cromer on 
the lst September,1913. . © 


HIS HIGHNESS JITENDRA NARAYAN — MAHARAJA OF COOCH BEHAR 
Jitendra succeeded his eldest brother in September,1913. 
He was born on the 20th December,1886 - educated at Eton 
and the Imperial Cadet Corps Academy. He "eloped" with 
and married Princess Indira,daughter of H.H. Maharaja 
Gaekwar Sayajirao of Baroda in London.Princess Indira had 
attended Queenwood School in Eastbourne with the daughters 
of the Maharaja Nripendra Narayan of Cooch Behar. 


H.H. Maharaja Jitendra returned to Bexhill in 1913 "to 
open" a Memorial Drinking Fountain - erected where the 
the De La Warr Pavilion was subsequently built. 

The Maharaja was entertained by the Mayor of Bexhill. 


H.H. Maharaja Jitendra and Maharani Indira had two sons 
and three daughters. The Maharaja on a visit to Sussex in 
1922 fell i11 and developed pneumonia - he died .- i 

in London on his birthday (20th December,1922) at the 
age of 36 years. The eldest son,Prince Jaggadipendra 
succeeded age 7 - the Dowager Maharani acted as Regent. 


HIS HIGHNESS JAGGADIPENDRA NARAYAN — MAHARAJA OF COOCH BEHAR 
The young Maharaja was born in Cooch Behar in 1915. He was 
educated at St.Cyprian's School in Eastbourne - then Harrow 
and then up to Trinity Hall,Cambridge. 
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Maharaja Jagaddipendra married an English girl in the 1950s 
- he died without issue on the 11th Apri1,1970, and was 
succeeded by his nephew,Prince Viraj,son of Prince Indrajit. 


Prince Indrajitendra,second son of Jitendra and Indira,was 
born in Poona in 1918.He attended Gibbs School in London for 
a time. He married the Princess of Pithapuram in 1942 ;and 
died in a fire in Darjeeling in 1951 at the age of 31.His 
son, Prince Viraj, succeeded Maharajah Jagaddipendra in 1970 - 
the reign was short as titles,privileges,and privy purses 
were abolished by Indian Central Government the following 
year on the 28th December,1971. 


Princess Ila,the eldest daughter was born in Calcutta in 
1914. She was educated at Ravenscroft: School..(boarding school) 
in Eastbourrie. She married a cousin of the Maharaja of 
Tripura in 1936. Princess Ila died in 1945. 


Princess Menaka, youngest daughter-of Maharaja-Jitendra-and:. 
Maharani Indira,was born in 1920.She is a surviving grand 
daughter, ‘as her. sister. Gayatri Devi-Rajmata.of .Jaipur,:with © 
memories of her grandmother Sunity Devi. 


GAYATRI DEVI — RAJMATA OF JAIPUR 
Princess Gayatri Devi,the second daughter of Maharaja 
Jitendra and Maharani Indira, was born in London on the 
23rd May,1919. She is a surviving grand daughter (as her 
sister,Princess Menaka) of H.H. Nripendra Narayan Maharaja 
of Cooch Behar who died in Bexhill and has memories of her 
grandmother Sunity Devi who was staying in Bexhill in 1911. 


Her mother daughter of Maharaja Gaekwar and Maharani of 
Baroda,died in Bombay on the 12th September,1968 - aged 76. 


Princess Gayatri Devi and Princess Menaka attended Glendower | 
School in London whilst staying with their mother at their 
house in South Audley Street.She later went to Boarding 
School near Leysin in Switzerland - then to finishing school 


in London and a Domestic Science School in Lausanne where 
she met the mother of the 11th Earl De La Wérr. 


She married His Highness Maharaja Sawai Man Singh of Jaipur 
on the 9th May,1940 as wife No.3. Wives Nos.2 & 3 were 
princesses of neighbouring Jodhpur. Her marital home was the 
Rambagh Palace - today,one of India's leading hotels. 
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H.H. Maharaja Sawai Man Singh (familiarly Jai) succeeded, 
as adopted son,to the title in 1922. - the Maharaja and 
Maharani Gayatri Devi had one son,Jagat,born in 1949. 

The princely state of Jaipur had connections with the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar. Raja Bhar Mal gave his daughter 
Mariam to Akbar in marriage - their son Jehangir succeeded 
as Emperor on the death of Akbar in 1605. 


Jaipur City was founded in 1728 by Maharaja Jai Singh II 
(1699-1744) - prior thereto the capital had been at Amber, 
some 5 miles away - still renowned for its Fortress Palace 
commenced by Raja Man Singh I in the early 17th century. 


Maharani Gayatri Devi was a hostess of international 
renown - among guests entertained at the City Palace have 
been Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, 

the Mountbattens,Eleanor Roosevelt,Jacqueline Kennedy, 
Bulganin. Kruschev etc., etc ap 5 iis 
She was elected to Parliament in 1962 as a member of the 
Swatantra Party with an overwhelming majority - all the 
opposing candidates lost their deposits. Her husband was 
appointed Ambassador to Spain in 1964. 


Her husband,the Maharaja of Jaipur, was a world famous 
polo player. He died at Cirencester on the 24th June,1970. 
His body was taken back to India and lay in state on the 
26th June in the renowned Chandra Mahal of the City Palace 
in Jaipur - the last rites of cremation were performed the 
following morning at nearby Gaitor, 


The Rajmata Gayatri Devi,in her "Memoirs" tells us that 
after Independence in 1947, 1ifé adjusted to the 
disappearance of the Princely States and disbandment of 
the Jaipur State Forces. After the birth of Jagat,there was 
in part a resumption of the pre-war pattern of living. 

"We bought a farm near East Grinstead called ‘Saint Hill' 
and took a flat in Grosvenor Square. With Bubbles,Joey and 
Pat (sons from the other marriages) all going to Harrow, 
England became our second home". 
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THE LAST DAYS OF THE RAJ 


FREEMAN FREEMAN-THOMAS — 1ST BARON WILLINGDON OF RATTON 
(LATER EARL & LATER MARQUIS) 


Let us conclude with details of the career of one of the last 
of the Raj to give service to the Crown in India. 


As already mentioned Freeman Freeman-Thomas was raised to the 
peerage in 1910. He was appointed Governor of Bombay from 
1913 to 1919 - reminders of his term of office in Bombay 
stand to this day: the Gateway of India (the idea of Lord 
Sydenham) was erected by him to commemorate the visit of King 
George V and Queen Mary for the Delhi Coronation Durbar in 
1911; .and the Willingdon Club which he founded - he was its 
first President as shown'on the impressive List in the 
Secretary's Office, A portrait of Lady Willingdon hangs on 
one side of the entrance and one of his Lordship on the 
opposite side. 


He was ,next, Governor of Madras - term of office from 1919 to 
1924— Willingdon Island carries his name. In 1924,he was 
created a Viscount and in that year was delegate at the 
Assembly of the League of Nations. From 1926 until 1931, 

he was Governor-General of Canada. 


Now the high point of his career. In 193l,he was created an 
Earl, and appointed Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
He had a new capital - New Delhi - the work of Sir Edwin 
Landseer Lutyens and Sir Herbert Baker with a Ceremonial Way 
(the Rajpath) more than 14 miles in length which ran from 
India Gate (War Memorial commemorating 70,000 soldiers killed 
in the First World War) up Raisina Hill to the Presidential 
Palace (formerly the Viceroy's Residence) - with Parliament 
Rotunda,ang Secretariat Buildings to right and left.This: was 
part of the:Raj legacy to the Indian people when British 
Rule came’ to an end some 16 years later. - 


The Rajpath serves as a fitting Processional Way for India's 
impressive Republic Day Parade which takes place annually 
on the 26th January. : 
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Lord Willinydon's term as Viceroy lasted from 1931 to 1936. 
Reminders of his lengthy period of service to the Crown in 
India ,exist in Bexhill,Hastings and Eastbourne as well as 
New Delhi. A Willingdon Avenue is to be found in Bexhill, 

. Willingdon Road exists in Hastings and not only do we 
have a Willingdon Road in Eastbourne but in its Town Hall, 
at the top of its impressive staircase, we find the plaster 
cast used for the lifesize statue of Lord Willingdon. which 
fronted,at one time,the Viceroy's ‘Palace in Delhi. 


The Swimming Bath of the Gymkhana Club in Delhi continues 
to bear Lady Willingdon's name. Roads in Delhi continue to 
carry the Willingdon name and also the Brassey name. 
Willingdon Crescent runs to the rear of the Presidential 
(one-time Viceroy's ) Palace - and Brassey Avenue (near 
adjacent to the Anglican Cathedral) are marks of rare and 
limited distinction . Brassey Avenue not only perpetuates 
the maiden name of the Vicereine but also that of her 
grandfather who importantly contributed to the construction 
of India's much needed system of railways. 


On the conclusion of his term as Viceroy in 1936, Earl 
Wiliingdon was created a Marquis and Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports. 


He died in 1941 at the age of 74. Six years later, the sun 
did finally set on the British Indian Empire for on the 
15th August,1947, India attained her Independence. 


The Dowager Marchioness (Marie Adelaide Brassey) lived on 
some 20 years and died on the 30th January,1960. 


The remains of both Marquis and Marchioness Willingdon are 
interred in the nave of Westminster Abbey - near alongside 
the ground memorial plaque of General Sir James Outram 
(hero at the Relief of Lucknow with General Sir Henry 
Havelock) . 
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ACLAND Sir Peregrine 


AGRA’. 7 
AJANTA 6 
AKBAR Emperor 7-41 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT Pigoe 
ALLAHABAD ae 10 
ALLINGTON lst Baron 31 
ALLNUTT Anna 28 
AMBER 41 
AMHERST 3-14 
ASCOT ‘37 | 
ASOKA 5 
ASSAM 36 
AURANGZEB Emperor 7-9 
BABUR Emperor ts ar Oat 
BAKER-Sir Herbert - 31-42 © 
BALA HISSAR 7 | 
BAMIYAN 6 |! 
BANGLADESH 36 | 
BANTAM 8 
BARODA 12-34-38-39 
BARENTIN VIADUCT 20 
BEAUPORT .PARK 28 
BEEHIVE SCHOOL 15 
BENGAL 5-10-11 
BEXHILL 3-13- 14-29-38 | 
BHAIYA 35-39 
BHUTAN/ESE 11-36 
BIHAR 10 
BISHOPSWEARMOUTH 16 
BOMBAY -6-9- 16-29 
BODIAM CASTLE 17 
BRAGANZA Catherine of . 9 
BRAHMO-SOMAJ 36-39 - 
BROADOAK MANOR 15 
BRASSEY ROAD 19 
BRASSEY AVENUE 19-43 


Tt eon Bo =x 


BRASSEY Lady Anna 
BRASSEY Constance 
BRASSEY Marie A. - 28-33 -43 
BRASSEY Muriel A. 
BRASSEY Thomas (Rly Br)22/28 


'. BRASSEY Lord 14-28-33 
BRASSEY 1st Earl 28-29 
BRASSEY 2nd Earl 28-29 
BUBBLES Al 
BUCKHURST 14 
BUDDHA 5 
“BUNGALOW. The (Beihi11) 38 
BURMESE © 14 
BROOKES Christopher 35 

~ CAEN mh 20 
CALICUT 8 
CAMBODIA 5 
CAMPBELL Sir Colin 16 
CANTELUPE Lord 18 
CARNATIC 10 
CATHERINE of Braganza - 9 
CATSFIELD 20-28-29 
CHAN 6 
CHANDRAGUPTA % 
CHANDRA MAHAL 4l 
CHARLES II 9 
CHARLES I vi 
CHEAM School 33 
CHERBOURG 20 
CHESTER 20 
‘ CIRENCESTER ? 4l 
CLAVERING Gen.Sir John 10 
CLIVE Robert 10 

--COCHIN . c 8 


COCHRANE-BAILLIE cnet ae 
COOCH BEHAR 11-12-34-36/39 
CORNWALLIS lst Marquis 13 
CURZON 1st Marquis 17-38 


DARIUS 5 
DARJEELING 37-4 
DECCAN 7- 
DE LA WARR 6TH EARL 16 
DE LA WARR 7TH EARL 17 


DENE Ela 17 
DE VERE Sybil 28 
DEVONSHIRE HOTEL 17 
DIGSWELL VIADUCT 20 
DISRAELI 36 
DOCKER Edward 34-35 
DORSET 3rd Duke of 14 
DULEEPSINGHI 19-33 
DURBAR HALL (Hastings) 28 
DELHI 7-9-31-42-43 
EASTBOURNE 34-43 
EAST GRINSTEAD 41 
EAST INDIA Céy 7-8-9-10-11 
EDWARD VII 30-37 
ELIZABETH I 7-8 
ELLORA ea S 
ETON 33-39 
FATEHPUR SIKRI oF 
FIRLE PLACE 34 
FREEMAN-THOMAS  29-32/34-42 
FRENCH Fld Marshal Sir J. 19 
FRY;@.B ‘35 
GAEKWAR OF BARODA  34-38/40 
GAGE Sir William 33 


GAYATRI DEVI 34-35-37-40-41 


GENGHIS KHAN 6 
GEORGE V 30-33-34 
GHAZEPORE 13-15 
GIBBS SCHOOL 40 
GLENDOWER SCHOOL 40 
GOODWOOD 34-37 
GOUGH Generali Sir Hugh 16 
GREAT DIXTER 31 
GRANVILLE HOTEL (GRAND) 18 
GUJURAT 9 
GUPTAS 5 
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HAN 5 
HARAPPA 4 
HARDINGE OF LAHORE 30-31 
HARDINGE OF PENSHURST30/32 


HARRISON Henry 23 
HASTINGS 13-18-21-28-35 
HASTINGS Warren 10-11 
HAWKSHAW John 23 
HELPS Sir Arthur 22-23 
HAVELOCK Gen,Sir H. 15-16 
HINDU KUSH 5-6 
HOLME Samuel 26 
HOO The (Willingdon) 31 
HOOGHLY 9 
HYDERABAD 9-12 
HUMAYUN Emperor ed 


INDIA GATE (N.Delhi ) 42 
INDIRA Maharani C.Br.39-40 


INDUS VALLEY CIVLZN 4 
JAIPUR 40-41 
JAGAT 41 
JEHANGIR 7-41 
JAGADDIPENDRA 39 
JITENDRA Maharaja 39 
KESHUB CHANDER SEN 36 
KHULDABAD ") 
KUSHANS 6 
LAHORE 7 
LONSDALE 38 
LUCKNOW 15-16 
LAMINGTON Lord 16-18-29 
LANE Lt.Col.Henry 15-30 
LUTYENS Sir Edwin 31-42 
MARCH Earl of 33 
MAHRATTAS 9-11-12 
MENAKA Princess 37-40 
MILROY John 2a 
MOHENJODARO 4 
MYSORE 11-13 


NINFIELD - MOOR HALL 37 
NABHA Prince R.Singh of 38 
NADIR SHAH 9 
NRIPENDRA Maharaja 34/38 
NORMANHURST COURT 20-28-29 


OUTRAM General Sir J. 43 


OXUS 4 
PENKRIDGE VIADUCT 20 
PLASSEY 10-11 
PLYMOUTH Countess of 14° 
PUDUKOTAH sciachesee Of 238 
PUNJAB cay 4 
QUEENWOOD SCHOOL 34-36-39 
QUEENSLAND 16-29 
QUTB MINAR - 6 
QUTB-UD-DIN .. oe & 
RAMBAGH PALACE . -- 40 
RAJENDRA Maharaja . ia. 
RAJA BHAR MATL, jet 41 
RANJITSINGH damneanets 18-34 
RATTON MANOR. _ 32-33 
RAVENSCROFT apoaye 40 
RICHMOND Duke .of . ee 
ROSS Alan ~. cn ere 
ROYAL VICTORIA. HOTEL ae: 
RIPOSA ‘HOTEL. ee tae 
SAMARKAND 6 
SACKVILLE Elizabeth1 4-16-34. 
SACKVILLE Mary 14-34 
SACKVILLE Jourdan 17 
SACKVILLE Reginald W. 17 
SACKVILLE-WEST Chas. 16-30 
SACKVILLE Hotel 17 
SHAHJAHAN Emperor 7 
SHAH ALAM 10 
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SHAR-I-ZOHAK 6 
SIND 3) 
ST.CYPRIAN'S SCHOOL 39 
STURT Hon.Winifred 31 
SUNITY DEVI 36-37-40 
STEPHENSON George 20 
SURAJ-UD-—DAULA 10 
TAMERLANE 6 
TAJ MAHAT, sy 
THOMAS Freeman 29-30-34 
‘TILAK MARG 3) 
TIPU SULTAN 13 
TREVOR Philip 19 
TRIPURA Maharaja of 40 
UDAIPUR NZ 
VASCO DA GAMA . 8 
VICTORIA Queen Empress 12-36 
VINE Joseph — 34-35 
WAGSTAFF =~ Pe : 
WALKER Charles 22 
WARR 1ST EARL De La 10 
WARREN HASTINGS iD} TO-11 
WASHINGTON George 132° 
_ WEBB John pon ane: 
"WELWYN (Viaduct) . a '-"20 
-WELLESLEY Arthur ~~ -.. 13 
‘WELLINGTON Duke of ~~ 13 
WEST Lady Diana 10 


WEST George (5th Earl DLW 14 
WILLINGDON Lord 30-32-323-43 


WILLINGDON Lady 31 
WILTON COURT L7 
WIMBLEDON 37 
WINDSOR 7 
WITHYHAM (Sackv.Chapel) 14 
YANDABOO 14 
YORKTOWN 13 


PENN Roger 


HAY Sidney 

HUSSEY Christopher 
MARSHALL J. 

DOCKER Edward 
BROOKES C. 

WILDE Simon 

ROSS Alan 

LEE Christopher 
PLUMPTRE George 
HELPS Sir Arthur 


IRVING Robert G. 
ALLEN Charles 
GAYATRI DEVI 

JUDD David 

ROWLAND Benjamin 
SPEARS Percival 
BENCE-JONES Mark 
GLYN DANIEL 
WHEELER SirMortimer 
HARDINGE Lord 
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